Seaside cottage
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Fiona and Ian Roper turned a derelict
Victorian cottage on the Suffolk coastinto
a contemporary home from home
# For steckist details, turn to page 171

60-second tour
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 Who lives here (L1 F 10 there's a kitchen-diner and cloakroom
3 | ND F i Onthis floor, there's a
Ian Roper and their children R chia g kg
Bethan, 11, and Tom, nina. FIRST I LOOR Twe bedrooms and the
Fiona works in markest main bathroom are lecated on this flaar
P EFLOOE The attic was converted inte
research and Tom works for alange bedroom with en suite
a marketing consultancy.
[TNTTICS A throe-bad

Victorian cottage in
Aldeburgh, Suffolk, bought -
in Saptember 2006 as a

sacond home.
Tl Coastal chic
essons learmed @i
a renovation project from a
distance 15 extremal
difficult!” says an: !'"“:_"-';?:‘ ’J':’:;E‘:i\'lﬁ .
£1gurnuu W]‘:la'tthﬁ HlﬂkCDVEI'CGSt
ant 2 ; Building & plastering Kitchen.......... £11,000
£110,000 WOTK.c.ecurenesene £54,00  Bathrooms......£10,000
! Loft conversion......... Furnishings.....£10,000
£400,000 = ... £25,000 TOTAL.........£110,000
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Get Fiona's look

Turn to page 33
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The kitchen is on the lower
ground floor of the cottage. ‘The
original kitchen was unusable and
was actually up where cur diming
room is now, says Fiona. The
couple moved it down here as

the arched doorway leads sut

to a decked area that can be

used for outdoor diming

Pine table, Ampthill Antigues
Emporium. Chairs, find similar at
IKEA. Blockboard, Looma Home, Gifts
& Flowers. (ream jug, Gorden Troding

E Fiona and Ian decided
to knock two rooms into one to
create a big living space on the
ground floor of the four-storey

cottage. Fiona's gone for a subtle
seaside scheme with a pebble colowr
on the walls, blue-striped cushions
and coastal pictures

Wails pointed in Muted Stone,

Dulx. Cushions, Snape Maltings.
Wicker chamirs, ILKA. Pictures, IKEA

| MAKEOVERS | Seaside cottage

=g~ he beanty of the small
' " coastal resort of
Aldeburgh in Suffolk
came as acomplete

surprise to Fiona and lan Boper
when they stumbled upon it two
years ago. “We just thought it was
socharming says lan. Discovering
that the town was a year-roumd
destination helped persuadethe
couple, whowere thinking ahaot
investing in a holiday cottage,
to choose this spot. Tts atwo-
hour drive from our home m
Hertfordshire, so weknewit would
be perfect for weekend breaks for us
and the children,’zays Fiona.
What was the cottage like when
youfirst bought it?
Itwas dreadful! The bathroom
and kitchen were unusable and the
previous owner was cat mad, so it
was in astate. Butwe're in the
perfect location and can be on the
beach with thekids or browsing n
the shops in minutes.
So fixing it wasa big job?
Yes, and even thongh lanand I
have watched enough homes
programmes to know thatyon
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Get Fiona's look
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RICHT As Fiona and Ian bought
the cottage not only as a seaside
retreat for the family, but also to

rent cut, they needed more than
aone bathreom. First they gave the
existing bathroom (shown) a
complete revamp with a calming
neutral scheme and then added
two more bathrooms = an en suite
in the converted atticand a
cloakroom off the kitchen

Sure, Bathstore. Manhatton Combi
Bone tiles, AF Ceramics.

Glass shelves and pictures, TKEA
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should go into a project with your
spec all sorted first, we didn’t! We
had planned to make a third
bedroom out of the original
kitchen, which is where the dining
area of the living room is now, but
then we decided to convertthe
attic into a third bedroom with en
suite, and put the kitchen and a
cloakroom in the basement so the
gronnd floor conld be one big
open living space.

How did you manage allthe
buildingwork when youwere
living two honrs away ?

It was very stressful. When we've
min projects at home they've gone
hrilliantly but, because the cottage

e

ABOVE The kids sleep in here
when the family come down at
the weekend. They love the
bunk beds, says Ian

Bunk beds, Tesco. Red throws,
find similar at Kest . Bunting, find
simmlar ot The White Company
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i8 a two-hour drive away, we
eouldn’t keep on top ofit. There
was the problem of wanting to be
in control, but being mindful of
not calling the builder every single
day to checkup on things - it was
adelicate balance.

Did youtake on any of the
work yoursel ?

Yea, We all had to muck in atthe
end when we ran out of money

— there were eight of nsin the
cottage at one pont trying to
finish it off in time for the first
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rental booking. Ian's brother was
excellent - hegave up hi= snmmer
haliday tohep us. Because helsa
joiner, he was able tohelp [an
fimizh installing the kitchen and fit
the new skirting and architrave.
What do you love most about
the cottage now?

It a close call between the attic
bedroom and the kitchen. It's
glorious waking up in the top
bedroom when the sun’s pouring
through the windows. You can
hear the waves and the seagulls,
and it takes your breath away. In
the mormings, the sun also shines
through the arched windows m the
kitchen and it's alovely place to
start the day, too. We'ne just all so
proud of what we've done.

ABDVE The family's black
Labradors = Charbie and Daisy =
wait patiently at the front gate to
head down to the beach, which is
just a short walk away. The
cottage can be rented when the
family’s not staying (01728
638962 www.bestofsuffolk.co.uk)

See more inspiring
house makeovers at
www.idealhome
magazine.

co.uk/houses

Idealhome Awgust 2008

www.idealhomemagazine.co.uk

FEATURE CAHILLA SHARMAN STYLING EMNMIFER HORGAN

PHO TO-GR APHS HIKKI (RISF, ALAHY

FEATURE CLARE STEEL PHOT 0OG R& FHS HIKKI C ISP

ﬂ'lllHIlJllll‘Frﬁ"}':-\ 4
in Blue (WT0cm x J" L
L160cm), Lily Blue

i)

£199 |

Montreal double bed frame
(H116cmx W150cm x L200cm),
mattress not included, Homebase
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Fiona'sliving room
Cool neutrals and warm textures

# For steckist details, turn to page 171

Fiona's guest room
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A simple seaside scheme 1 =

From left: East Breeze at Quansoo
{H54cm x W54cm), £60; Dune
Fence [Hﬁb:n * Welcm), £70;
both Think Pictunes

£249

Meral armchair
(H7Gom x WT9cm
% D7 Tem), The Per

Loy |

F . Wooden medel liner,
S i The Beach Hut

Wiltshire
— = bedside
chest
HéiGom x
. 'Elﬂncmx
D4Dem),
The Cotswold

. Company

" £399 for two
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